
University of Ruse 
“Angel Kanchev” 

Good practice in the Danube- INCO.NET project 
to stimulate innovation and smart specialization 
of the regions in the context of the European 
Strategy for the Danube Region 

"Добра практика по проект "Danube-INCO.NET" 
за стимулиране на иновациите и интелигентната 
специализация на регионите в контекста на 
Европейската стратегия за Дунавския регион" 

Assist. prof. Svilen Kunev, PhD 
Coordinator at Danube Transfer Center 
University of Ruse “Angel Kanchev” 
snkunev@uni-ruse.bg  

Gabrovo, 16th November 2017 

mailto:snkunev@uni-ruse.bg
mailto:snkunev@uni-ruse.bg
mailto:snkunev@uni-ruse.bg
mailto:snkunev@uni-ruse.bg


2 

University of Ruse “Angel Kanchev” 

Открит на 17 април 2008 г.  
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Partners 
19 organisations 
from 
14 countries 
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Partners 
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University of Ruse “Angel Kanchev” 

Main goal and tasks 
To support the implementation of the  

EU Strategy for the Danube region 
 

 To support the policy dialogue in the Danube Region - “Innovation 
Union of the Europe 2020 Strategy”, European Research Area (ERA) 

 To improve the response to the most relevant societal challenges in 
the region (i.e. energy /bio-economy) 

 To provide analytical evidence for research and innovation (R&I) 
policy making in the region 

 To launch concrete actions to promote smart specialization, 
technology transfer and innovative projects 

 To support (innovative) coordination of funding mechanisms 

 To provide a sound and efficient communication platform 
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University of Ruse “Angel Kanchev” 

Danube Transfer Centres - DTC 

• European Union Strategy for the Danube Region 
(EUSDR): to boost the development of the Danube 
Region  

• PA 8 focuses in particular on the promotion of the 
region’s competitiveness  
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Danube Transfer Centres - DTC 
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University of Ruse “Angel Kanchev” 

Danube Transfer Centres - DTC 

DTCs have three main priorities: 

• First of all, they try to support the competitiveness of companies 
through new product development in collaboration with universities and/or 
Research & Development (R&D) organizations. They are organized as “one-
stop-shops” mainly for small and medium sized enterprises (SMEs) with 
regard to I&TT and installed mainly at universities and research 
organizations and will have one common approach and strategy.  

• Secondly, DTCs intend to promote the cooperation between 
universities and companies in Danube region by bridging the gap 
between research and innovation. Their mission is to link industry and 
research.  

• Finally, they try to foster the knowledge exchange at Danube level in 
an inter-regional network. DTCs can be regional hosts for common projects 
regarding I&TT. They can coordinate and create synergies and links between 
existing TT activities in the Danube area and build a transnational network 
of TT centres in order to ensure the involvement of international experts at 
any stage.  
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University of Ruse “Angel Kanchev” 

DTC – Ruse  

Triggering meeting 

Ruse, 26-27 February 2015 
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University of Ruse “Angel Kanchev” 

DTC – Ruse  
Seminar “LEAN management in production” 

Focus: applying new management techniques in production 
companies for improving inventory system, capacity usage, 
process and operational management. 

June 24, 2015 
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University of Ruse “Angel Kanchev” 

DTC – Ruse  

May 13, 2016 
Innovative Youth Expo 

Focus: to encourage young people to create and 
implement innovative ideas with the support of 
academia, business and the society. 
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University of Ruse “Angel Kanchev” 

DTC – Ruse  
Seminar “URBAN MEETING FOR DEVELOPMENT OF THE 
ENTREPRENEURIAL ENVIRONMENT”  
Together with Ministry of Economics 

Focus: to stimulate a constructive dialogue between the 
institutions and the entrepreneurial community in order to 
highlight potential opportunities for development of the economic 
environment in Ruse and the region. 

March 20,  

2017 
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University of Ruse “Angel Kanchev” 

DTC – Ruse  
Seminar “#investEU”  

Together with Foundation “European institute” and  
Bloomberg TV  

Focus: to contribute to the development of an objective 
and an accessible information environment in Bulgaria on the 
Juncker Plan and the EU actions to promote job creation, growth 
and investments. 

April 26,  

2017 
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University of Ruse “Angel Kanchev” 

DTC – Ruse  

May 12, 2017 
Innovative Youth Expo – 2nd edition 

Focus: to encourage young people to create and 
implement innovative ideas with the support of 
academia, business and the society. 
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University of Ruse “Angel Kanchev” 

DTC – Ruse  
Roundtable “Priorities of Regional Development and 

Education in the Context of the European Strategy for the 
Danube Region” 

Focus: The Research and Innovation Strategy of the University of 
Ruse Angel Kanchev and interaction with the regional 
administrations from Northern Bulgaria 

June 24-25,  

2017 
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University of Ruse “Angel Kanchev” 

DTC – Ruse  
Seminar “Risk management in large scale infrastructure 

objects in the CBC region Bulgaria – Romania” 

Visit at NPP “Kozloduy” 

Focus: Prevention and communication strategies 

August 31,  

2017 
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DTC – Ruse  
Seminar “Edit on the road” 
Together with MOVE.BG, Google, Startup Factory 

Focus: to support the development of the technological and 
digitize the traditional business in the country 

October 29,  

2017 
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DTC – Ruse  
Financial indicators 

Investment for adopting the DTC 
concept:  

54 491 Euro by the Danube-INCO.NET 
project 

 

Annual turnover:  

approx. 510 000 Euro (2016) 

From: 

 Scientific research fund (ФНИ) 

 EU-funded projects: FP7, H2020, 
Erasmus+, Security, COST, others. 

 National projects: Operational 
programmes 

 Industry projects: business contracts 

 Public projects: municipal and regional 
bodies. 
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University of Ruse “Angel Kanchev” 

DTC – Ruse  

https://danube-inco.net/  

• Newsletter (subscribe) 

• Calls for Funding 
Opportunities 

• Calls for Papers, Jobs and 
Applications 

• Events 

• Projects and  Organisations 

https://danube-inco.net/
https://danube-inco.net/
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DTC – Ruse  

Thank you for your attention. 


