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the most  successful  
community  energy projects  
in  Europe are those where 
groups col laborate with  
local  author i t ies



COLLATERAL BENEFITS

Community energy schemes bring many local benefits beyond

contributing to climate objectives.

• Improve energy efficiency and reduce energy poverty, either

through cheaper tariffs or dedicated schemes to actively involve

and support vulnerable consumers

• Enable a more active form of local citizenship, they encourage 

inhabitants to feel more involved and concerned about heir 

neighbourhood, and engage in other sustainable activities 

• Boost local economic development, projects owned by local

community members can contribute up to 8 times more to local

added value creation



There are 10 key areas that have been identified within 
the recently published SCCALE 203050 Municipal 
guidelines 

1. Favourable Regulations for Community Energy
2. Engagement & Outreach
3. Support in financing projects
4. Sharing staff & resources
5. Developing Supporting Platforms, Tools and
Programmes
6. Facilitating dialogues between local
stakeholders
7. Giving access to public sites
8. Buying community power or heat
9. Co-investing in a jointly owned local project
10. Becoming a direct member of an energy
community
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1. Favourable Regulations for Community Energy 

.

I n  M a y  2 0 2 1 ,  V a l e n c i a ’ s  ( E S )  C l i m a t e  a n d  E n e r g y  
F o u n d a t i o n  a n n o u n c e d  a  n e w  p o l i c y  g o a l :  t o  e s t a b l i s h  
o n e  h u n d r e d  E n e r g y  C o m m u n i t i e s  w i t h i n  t h e  c i t y  b y  
2 0 3 0 .

I n  L e u v e n  ( B E )  t h e  2 0 3 0  R o a d m a p  c h a p t e r  o n  
G e n e r a t i n g  G r e e n  E n e r g y  s t a t e s  t h a t  “ A  l o c a l  e n e r g y  
c o o p e r a t i v e  i s  t o  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  t o  i n v e s t  i n  l o c a l  
p r o d u c t i o n  i n  a n d  o u t s i d e  o f  L e u v e n .  T h e  a i m  i s  f o r  a t  
l e a s t  4 0 %  o f  h o u s e h o l d s  i n  L e u v e n  t o  h a v e  j o i n e d  u p  
b y  2 0 3 0 . ”

I n  t h e  E u r o m e t r o p o l e d e  S t r a s b o u r g ’ s  ( F R )  
S u s t a i n a b l e  E n e r g y  a n d  C l i m a t e  A c t i o n  P l a n  ( S E C A P )  
t h e r e  i s  a  s p e c i f i c  g o a l  t o  r e a c h  4 0 %  o f
r e n e w a b l e  e n e r g y  b y  2 0 3 0  a n d  a t  l e a s t  1  M W c ( 6  0 0 0  
m Ç )  o f  c o m m u n i t y - o w n e d  i n s t a l l e d  s o l a r  p o w e r  i n  2 0 3 0 .

EXAMPLES



2 .  E n g a g e m e n t  &  O u t r e a c h

. 

https://energycommunityplatform.eu/

https://energycommunityplatform.eu/


C a m p a i g n i n g  f o r  S o l a r

T h e  B a l k a n  S o l a r  R o o f  p r o j e c t  i s  
s u p p o r t i n g  P o r e c ( H R ) ,  M o s t a r  ( B A )  
a n d K r a g u j e v a c  ( S R B )  t o  i n s p i r e  
o t h e r  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  i n  t h e  B a l k a n  
r e g i o n  t o i n c r e a s e  t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  
s o l a r  e n e r g y.

EXAMPLE



3. Support in financing projects

Seed funding to kick start energy communities

EXAMPLE



Municipal guarantee for f inancial institutions

D u t c h  e c o - d i s t r i c t  o f  E V A - L a n x m e e r i n  C u l e m b o r g
( N L ) .  T h e r m o B e l l o  i s  t h e  c i t i z e n  e n e r g y  c o o p e r a t i v e  
u s e d  a  m u n i c i p a l  g u a r a n t e e  t o  o b t a i n  a  b a n k  l o a n  t o  
f i n a n c e  t h e  i n i t i a l  p h a s e  i n  2 0 0 8 .

Energy community acting as an energy service company (ESCO)
I n  2 0 1 7  H a l l e  ( B E )  d e c i d e d  t o  c h a n g e  t h e  s t r e e t  
l i g h t i n g  t o  m o r e  e f f i c i e n t  L E D  s y s t e m  v i a  a  c o n t r a c t  
b e t w e e n  t h e  c i t y  a n d  t h e  l o c a l  c i t i z e n  e n e r g y  
c o o p e r a t i v e  P a j o p o w e r .

EXAMPLE

EXAMPLE



Crowdfunding (Croatia)

E n a b l e s  f u n d r a i s e r s  t o  c o l l e c t  m o n e y  f r o m  
m a n y  p e o p l e  v i a  o n l i n e  p l a t f o r m s  a n d  i t  i s  a  
s u r e  w a y  t o  e n s u r e  t h e  i n v o l v e m e n t  o f  l o c a l  
c o m m u n i t i e s

O n  t h e  A r c h i p e l a g o  o f  C r e s - L o š i n j ( H R )  i n  2 0 2 2  -
T h e  c a m p a i g n  i n t e n d e d  t o  c o l l e c t  € 6 5  0 0 0  o v e r  2  
m o n t h s  b u t  w a s  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  c o l l e c t i n g  m o r e  
t h a n  € 1 0 0  0 0 0  i n  j u s t  3  w e e k s  f o r  t h e  F i l o z i ć i
s o l a r  p o w e r  p l a n t

EXAMPLE



4 .  S h a r i n g  s t a f f  &  r e s o u r c e s
W o r k i n g  w i t h  s t u d e n t s

E u r o m é t r o p o l e d e  S t r a s b o u r g  ( F R )  – h a v e  a  
t r a i n e e  w h o  f o r  h e r  l a s t  s i x  m o n t h s  w i l l  b e  a  
f u l l - t i m e  g r a d u a t i o n  p r o j e c t  t o  a s s i s t  t h e  
E n e r g y  C o m m u n i t y  c a l l e d  t h e  B r a s s e u r s  
d ’ é n e r g i e t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e i r  f i r s t  s o l a r  e n e r g y  
i n s t a l l a t i o n  o n  t h e  r o o f  o f  a  l o c a l  p r i m a r y  
s c h o o l .

L e u v e n  ( B E )  w o r k s  w i t h  C O R E ,  a  c o o p e r a t i v e  
o f  e n g i n e e r i n g  s t u d e n t s  o f  t h e  l o c a l  u n i v e r s i t y

EXAMPLES



5. Developing Supporting Platforms, Tools and 
programmes

M a p s & A t l a s e s
M a p p i n g  p o t e n t i a l  i s  a  s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d  w a y  t o  
h e l p  c i t i z e n s  a n d  c o o p e r a t i v e s  g e t  s t a r t e d ,  b y  
p r o v i d i n g  a n  o v e r v i e w  o f  l o c a l  d e p o s i t s  i n  t e r m s  
o f  r e n e w a b l e  e n e r g y  o r  a v a i l a b l e  s p a c e  f o r  
i n s t a l l a t i o n s .

V a r a z d i n ( H R ) h a s  a n  i n t e r a c t i v e  w e b  
a p p l i c a t i o n / m a p  s h o w i n g  s o l a r  p o t e n t i a l ,  a l l o w s  
t h e  c i t i z e n s  a n d  a l l  9  s u b u r b s  o f  t h e  c i t y  t o  
c a l c u l a t e  t h e  r e c o m m e n d e d  p o w e r  o f  t h e  s o l a r  
p o w e r  p l a n t  o n  t h e i r  o w n  f a c i l i t i e s .

EXAMPLE



One-stop shops
M u n i c i p a l i t i e s  c a n  a l s o  c r e a t e  d e d i c a t e d  o n e - s t o p  
s h o p s  t o  g a t h e r  a l l  i n f o r m a t i o n  n e e d e d  t o  s e t  u p  
c o m m u n i t y  e n e r g y  p r o j e c t s ,  s t a r t  c o l l e c t i v e  
r e n o v a t i o n s  o r  c o l l e c t i v e  p u r c h a s e s .

V a l e n c i a  ( E S )  h a s  o p e n e d  a  o n e - s t o p  s h o p  
E n e r g y  O f f i c e ,  r u n  b y  t h e  F o u n d a t i o n  V a l è n c i a
C l i m a y  E n e r g í a ,  w h i c h  h e l p s  a n d  a d v i s e s  
c i t i z e n s ,  f o r  f r e e ,  i n  a l l  q u e s t i o n s  r e l a t i n g  t o  
e n e r g y .

G h e n t  ( B E ) s u p p o r t s  E n e r g e n t ,  t h e  l o c a l  c i t i z e n  
e n e r g y  c o o p e r a t i v e ,  t o  s e t  u p  a  d e d i c a t e d  o n e -
s t o p  s h o p  f o r  c o l l e c t i v e  r e n o v a t i o n s  t h e r e b y  
t a c k l i n g  t h i s  i s s u e  o f  h o u s i n g  r e f u r b i s h m e n t  a t  
n e i g h b o u r h o o d  l e v e l ,

EXAMPLES



6 .  F a c i l i t a t i n g  d i a l o g u e s  b e t w e e n  l o c a l  
s t a k e h o l d e r s
S m a l l  e n e r g y  c o m m u n i t i e s  m a y  h a v e  u s e f u l  
c o n t a c t s  a n d  r e s o u r c e s ,  b u t  l o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  o r  
l o c a l  o r  r e g i o n a l  e n e r g y  a g e n c i e s  c a n  h a v e  a  
b i g g e r  r e a c h .  T h e  l o c a l  a u t h o r i t y  c a n  b e  v e r y  
h e l p f u l  i n  p u t t i n g  E n e r g y  C o m m u n i t i e s  i n  t o u c h  
w i t h  r e l e v a n t  e c o n o m i c  p l a y e r s ,  a n d  o t h e r  
s o c i e t a l ,  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  o r  e n e r g y  a c t o r s  i n  t h e  
a r e a .

I n  G r e e c e ,  t h e  D e v e l o p m e n t  A g e n c y  o f  t h e  r e g i o n  
o f  K a r d i t s a ( A N K A )  h e l p e d  s e t  u p  E n e r g e i a k h
K o i n o t h t a K a r d i t s a s S y n p e ( E S E K  L L C ) ,  t h e  
r e g i o n a l  E n e r g y  C o o p e r a t i v e  S o c i e t y .

EXAMPLE



7. Giving access to public sites

A local authority owns buildings (town halls, sport 
halls and schools) and land that could be used by 
energy communities looking for available space 
for their renewable installations

I n  S e r o c k ( P L )  T h e  c o o p e r a t i v e  i s  b u i l d i n g  a  
s o l a r  p o w e r  p l a n t  o n  t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  f o r m e r  
m u n i c i p a l  l a n d f i l l .  T h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y  i s  
l e a s i n g  t h e  l a n d  t o  t h e  c o o p e r a t i v e  a t  a  
p r e f e r e n t i a l  r a t e

EXAMPLE



8 .  B u y i n g  c o m m u n i t y  p o w e r  o r  h e a t
T o  b e  a b l e  t o  c o n t r a c t  e n e r g y  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  
l o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  c a n  d e f i n e  q u a l i t a t i v e  c r i t e r i a  
i n  t h e i r  t e n d e r s  t h a t  m o r e  o r  l e s s  d i r e c t l y  
f a v o u r  c i t i z e n s - o w n e d  e n e r g y  s u p p l y .

EXAMPLE
E e k l o ( B E )  t e n d e r e d  t h e  c o n c e s s i o n  f o r  a  d i s t r i c t  
h e a t i n g  n e t w o r k  b a s e d  o n  w a s t e  h e a t  a n d  
r e n e w a b l e s  w i t h  a  m i n i m u m  o f  2 0 %  c i t i z e n  
o w n e r s h i p  a n d  u p  t o  2 0 / 1 0 0  e x t r a  p o i n t s  i f  m o r e .

I n  t h e  f u t u r e  c i t i e s  s h o u l d  l o o k  t o  s e t  u p  

‘Community Power Purchase 
Agreements: C-PPAs’.



9. Co-investing in a jointly owned local project

Municipalities can be a partner and co-owner with 
an energy community of a local project. In this 
scenario, two separate entities invest jointly, and 
the public funds are poured into a joint investment
vehicle.

EXAMPLE
M u n i c i p a l  c o u n c i l s  o f  b o t h
A m e l a n d  B u ̈ l l i n g e n ( B E )  
d e c i d e d  t o  o r g a n i s e  a  p u b l i c  
t e n d e r  f o r  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t ,
c o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  o p e r a t i o n a l  
m a n a g e m e n t  o f  a  w i n d  f a r m .



1 0 .  B e c o m i n g  a  d i r e c t  m e m b e r  o f  a n  
e n e r g y  C o m m u n i t y
W h e n  a  m u n i c i p a l i t y  d i r e c t l y  j o i n s  a n  E n e r g y  
C o m m u n i t y  i t  s e n d s  a  m e s s a g e  t o  i t s  
c o n s t i t u e n c y

T h e  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  o f  M i n o a  P e d i a d a s ,  
A r c h a n e s - A s t e r o u s i a a n d  V i a n n o s ( G R )  a r e  
m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  M i n o a n  E n e r g y  C o m m u n i t y .

EXAMPLE



https://www.sccale203050.eu/toolkit/

https://www.sccale203050.eu/toolkit/


https://energy-citi.es/communityenergy
https://municipalpower.org/best-practice-guides/guide2/

https://energy-citi.es/communityenergy
https://municipalpower.org/best-practice-guides/guide2/


T h e  e n e r g y  c o m m u n i t y  p l a t f o r m  ( E U )

h t t p s : / / e n e r g y c ommun i t y p l a t f o rm . e u /

https://energycommunityplatform.eu/
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• GHENT’S “NEIGHBORHOOD ENERGY” (BE)

• HEERLEN’S SOLAR COOPERATIVE (NL)

.

More EXAMPLES?


